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Hauppauge School District is proud to announce that Mike Foley has been named a New York State 
Master Teacher. Mr. Foley has been teaching in the District for the past 16 years. He currently teaches 
chemistry, Earth science and forensic science at the high school.

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo launched the New York State Master Teacher Program (NYSMTP) 
to respond to the call to strengthen our nation’s K-12 STEM – science, technology, engineering and 
math – education. In partnership with The State University of New York and Math for America, the 
program creates a state-wide network of the highest performing STEM teachers who are dedicated to 
sharing expertise with peers and to attracting the brightest students to careers in STEM.

Educators state-wide apply for and are accepted into the Master Teacher Program based upon their 
classroom teaching skills as well as on their commitment to enhanced professional development in 
three key areas: knowledge of content, knowledge of pedagogy and knowledge of students. As a  
Master Teacher, Mr. Foley will receive a stipend and will be required to engage in professional  
development activities in addition to his regular school responsibilities over the next four years.

MIKE FOLEY NAMED NYS MASTER TEACHER

In the News...

Pines Elementary School has launched a composting program to 
help reduce the volume of trash produced and to create nutritious 
compost for the flower beds. The students are composting fruits  
 
 

and vegetables. They were taught to separate their waste between the 
trash can and the “compost bin” when they dispose of their lunch 
by-products.

Each week, one elementary school class is responsible for transfer-
ring the contents of the “compost bin” to the compost tumbler that 
is located at the cafeteria end of the courtyard. At 1:45 p.m., a small 
group of students from the weekly designated class come to the 
cafeteria, roll the “compost bin” to the courtyard door and carefully 
transfer the waste into one of the compost tumblers. They then 
rotate both sides of the tumbler to mix the contents. The compost 
tumbler is a side-by-side unit, and only one side is used at a time. 
Once that side is full, the other side is used while the content of the 
first side decomposes.

Pines students also have begun to recycle their lunch trays to  
help reduce the garbage volume. The trays take less space when  
they are stacked, and therefore, require fewer trash bags to be used. 
Eventually, all lunch trays will be recycled at facilities on Long 
Island, and the Pines students will be fully prepared when the tray 
recycling process is fully implemented.

IT’S EASY BEING GREEN



Goals and Achievements...
Superintendent’s Message

Dear Parents and Community Members,

On February 24th, I presented to the Board of Education a proposed 2015/2016 school district budget that is within the 2% tax levy 
cap for our District of .37%. The budget to budget increase of $998,519 is a .96% increase, less than 1%.

With this small increase, the District administration was able to recommend to the Board of Education that we add to the programs/
opportunities we offer to our children. We can do so as our sound fiscal management through the years and our multi-year budgeting 
approach has placed the District in a secure financial position.

Specifically, I have recommended to the Board of Education that all programs in the District be maintained and that we add:

• 1 Special Education Teacher – Middle School
• 1 Teacher of English Language Learners
• 1 STEM Teacher – Middle School
• .5 Security Guard
• K-6 Elementary Literacy Program
• Cosmetology Program
• Co-curricular Clubs, Athletics, Fine and Performing Arts
• Multi-year Equipment Replacement Plan
• New School Bus
• Security Vehicle Replacement 
• Professional Development to Meet District Goals

Also included and recommended is funding to replace a boiler in the Whiporwil School. This facility – which serves staff, students 
and is rented by pre-schools – currently is functioning with the two original boilers, one of which is only working at half capacity.

I feel fortunate to lead a school district which continues to evaluate, revise and increase opportunities for our students in an era when 
fiscal constraints have forced many neighboring districts to reduce programs and staff. I know that our philosophy of crafting budgets 
not only for the present, but with future years in mind, has sheltered us from the draconian cuts experienced in other communities.

I speak with great pride to my colleagues about our community which continues to be exceptionally supportive of our schools. As 
per the Board of Education President’s letter in this Horizons, please feel free to join us as we discuss, in greater detail, the proposed 
2015/2016 school district budget. Also, you can access our proposed budget on our website.

Cordially,

Patricia Sullivan-Kriss 
Superintendent of Schools

DATES TO REMEMBER*
March 24 Budget & Community Meeting
April 1 MS Grade 5 Parent Orientation
April 3-10 Spring Recess
April 14 Business, Community & Budget Adoption
April 14-16 Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment
April 14-May 15 NYSESLAT Speaking
April 20 Incoming Kindergarten Orientation
April 22 Annual Senior Citizens Dinner & 
  All-District Jazz Concert
April 22-24 Grades 3-8 Mathematics Assessment
May 1-2 NYSSMA Solo & Ensemble Festival
May 4 National Honor Society Induction
May 5 Business Meeting & Budget Hearing

May 4-26 Advanced Placement & IB Exams
May 14 Community University Workshop: “Raising  
  the Millennial Child,” Terence Houlihan,   
  Adjunct Professor
May 15 National Junior Honor Society Induction
May 16 Junior Prom
MAY 19 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE/BOARD 
  MEMBER ELECTION
May 20-29 Grades 4 & 8 Science Performance Test
May 25 Memorial Day Recess

*Please see the District Calendar or the website for a complete 
listing of all activities.



Goals and Achievements...

LEARNING IMPORTANT TECHNOLOGY SKILLS AT A YOUNG AGE
Hauppauge Middle School’s Weebly Website Club 
is designed to help students develop important 
technology skills at a very young age. “Weebly Club 
was a great experience. In this world of technology, 
making a website is a significant way to share and 
find information,” described 7th grade student Peter 
Proscia. “Without Weebly Club, I might never be 
able to make a website successfully.”

According to Website Club Advisers Brenda  
DePetris and Jennifer Shapiro, the students in this 
Club learned how to use Weebly to develop creative 
websites. They also have learned how to use Audacity 
to edit sound clips and Movie Maker to edit video. 
They extensively used resources from the Virtual  
Reference Collection, including ImageQuest (for 
rights cleared images), Soundzabound (for rights 
cleared audio) and NoodleTools for citations. They 
additionally used Discovery Education and the Digital Media Library for video clips.

“Website Weebly Club is a very useful and helpful club for me. It has helped me learn how to use a new software and how to make a website 
for future project ideas like our National History Day,” said 8th grade student Mara Smakal. “The librarians in our school have helped me 
through the process to learn new and different techniques.”

ALL-STATE HONORS
GIRLS SOCCER
Brenna Conover 

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 
Katie Murphy

ALL-COUNTY HONORS
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Nick Beglane

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Rachel Black
Katie Murphy

GYMNASTICS
Danielle Waters

BOYS SOCCER
Brian Logan
Nick Scozzari

GIRLS SOCCER
Brenna Conover
Hannah Kaplan
Nicole Scudero

GIRLS SWIMMING
Emma Casey
Emma Claps
Brianna Magee
Danielle Pikulik
Valentina Silva
Sydney Zhu

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Andrew Tsororos

STUDENT-ATHLETES ACHIEVE TOP HONORS
Several Hauppauge High School student-athletes achieved All-County Honors and two achieved All-State Honors in their respective 
sports in the 2014 Fall Sports Season. These athletes were among the best of the best in Suffolk County and achieved this status as a 
result of their finish in Suffolk County Championships or through the vote of their respective Coaches’ Associations.

Congratulations to 
the student-athletes, 
their parents, 
teammates and 
coaches on a 
job well done. 
GO EAGLES!



Goals and Achievements...
Message from David Barshay

The Board of Education is working with the administration on 
a budget for the 2015-2016 school year that is sensitive to both 
the economic realities faced by our community as well as the  
academic needs of our students. This year is a particularly  
difficult challenge because of the various Albany political  
agendas. The Governor has refused to release state aid figures  
for individual school districts until his demands are met.  
Developing a budget in this vacuum is a challenge, but I believe 
that with guidance from past experience and continued sound 
fiscal practice, Hauppauge is well positioned to be able to  
provide an academically sound program while still being  
within the 2% tax cap.

I urge all of you to come to the Board’s remaining budget  
hearings on:
March 24 – 8 p.m., Instruction, Transportation, Undistributed, 
Capital
April 14 – 8 p.m., Budget Adoption
May 5 – 8 p.m., Final Budget Hearing

Respectfully,
David M. Barshay, Esquire
President, Hauppauge School District Board of Education

DOCTOR, FBI AGENT OR ROCK 
STAR? BRETTON WOODS  
5th GRADERS EXPLORE  
CAREER OPTIONS
Bretton Woods’ 5th grade students set out to explore and  
participate in various career opportunities during Career Week – 
ranging from a doctor, FBI agent or rock star, to almost everything 
else in between.

The 5th grade Career Fair offered the students an opportunity  
to learn about a variety of careers from community professionals  
as well as about different aspects of college from a college counselor. 
The students explored career paths, responsibilities, likes and  
dislikes and how their current education relates to the world  
of work.

The entire 5th grade also worked on career research projects with 
Librarian Melissa McParland and Library Aide Christine Rapacki. 
Sixty-nine of the students volunteered to be career ambassadors. 
Two to three career ambassadors visited each kindergarten through 
4th grade class in the school to share what they learned about the 
career path they researched. Some students dressed the part in 
uniforms required for specific careers, while others created elaborate 
display boards depicting the responsibilities of their dream job.

“Dress for Success Day” was another part of Bretton Woods’ Career 
Week. “We saw future doctors, veterinarians, FBI agents, police 
officers, professional athletes, rock stars and beyond walking in  
our halls,” stated Principal George Gagliardi, who shared his desk 
with one enterprising young man. “What a bright future we all  
can look forward to!”

Forest Brook was pleased 
to launch the Indoor 
Recess Room in January 
2015. “The Indoor Recess 
Room was an idea born 
from the Site Based  
Management Team,” 
described Principal Kristen 
Reingold. “The Team 
wanted to provide students 

with an opportunity to have physical activity during the winter 
months as well as on days when there is inclement weather.”  
Several of the play items were donated by the PTA and the  
community. “Forest Brook students are actively using the  
room on a daily basis and are having a great time while they  
are expending lots of physical energy,” said Ms. Reingold.

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY



HIGH SCHOOL JOINS THE CBS 2 WEATHERBUG® SCHOOLS NETWORK
Hauppauge High School has joined the WeatherBug Schools Program. WeatherBug® 
is the leading provider of consumer and professional weather products and services and 
operator of the largest weather observing and lightning network. The high school has 
installed a new WeatherBug weather station and has access to web-based educational 
software tools. The station is able to provide weather data for meteorological teams 
at CBS 2 and news stations across the country, to broadcast online and on-air. The 
weather station also will be used to enhance the STEM (science, technology and math) 
curriculum using the WeatherBug Achieve program.

Bringing the WeatherBug Schools Program to the school district was part of a  
collaborative effort between the Hauppauge Educational Foundation and Hauppauge 
Public Schools. The program will enable Hauppauge’s students to more effectively 
understand the science of meteorology.

“We are excited to be bringing a WeatherBug weather station to our school,  
because it will help bring science to life for our students,” said Robert J. Wankmuller, 
Hauppauge’s director of Science, Technology, and Research. “This weather station 
and the WeatherBug software will give the Hauppauge community the opportunity to 
further their knowledge about weather and climate by using current technological tools. The advanced warning of lightning and  
severe weather will help us to make critical decisions with regard to the safety of our students during athletics, transportation and  
other outdoor activities.”

The WeatherBug media partner in New York City, CBS 2, leverages the WeatherBug national network of tracking stations to offer  
Tri-State area residents the most local, up-to-the-second weather information available in New York and throughout the country.  
Now, CBS 2 will also be able to feature neighborhood-level reports from Hauppauge High School during its daily newscasts on-air  
and online. You can access the latest local weather information on the Hauppauge School District website’s Home Page and  
also at http://weather.weatherbug.com/weather-safety/online-weather-center/OnlineWeatherCenter.aspx?aid=6245

Hauppauge Head Coach Chris Messina has moved 
into the record books as the winningest wrestling 
coach in Suffolk County history. Messina notched 
his 437th career victory with Hauppauge’s 49-23 
win over Deer Park on Wednesday, January, 21, 
2015 – surpassing legendary Huntington Coach 
and Messina’s self-described “idol” Lou Giani.

Coach Messina has been at the helm of the  
Hauppauge Wrestling Program since 1981,  
capturing 25 league titles as well as a County 
Title in 1999. “He has coached numerous League, 
County and State Champions, while serving not 
only as a coach, but as a mentor and friend to all 
of the wrestlers who have had the privilege of  
calling him coach,” stated Dan Butler, Hauppauge’s director 
of Physical Education, Health, Family and Consumer Science, 
Recreation and Athletics. “The impact that Chris has had on  
his wrestlers – on and off the mat – is immeasurable,” said  
Mr. Butler who also noted that Hauppauge’s Varsity Wrestling 
Team recently was crowned Suffolk County champions  
for 2015.

When asked how he felt about making the record books,  
Mr. Messina stated he believes: “this is not really an  
individual award, but rather the culmination of many years 
of teams coming together, striving for a common goal. Even 
though my name is on the record, it is really the Hauppauge 
schools and the community that made it possible to develop  
the program and to create a culture of winning.”

WRESTLING COACH MESSINA MOVES INTO THE RECORD BOOKS
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In the News...

An Evening of Fine Food & Music
Annual Senior Citizen Recognition Dinner    

Wednesday, April 22, 2015

Dear Hauppauge Senior Citizen,

The Hauppauge School District, PTA, business community and District residents would like to thank you and pay tribute to 
you for your contributions to the Hauppauge School District and to the Hauppauge community.

You are cordially invited to attend the District’s annual Senior Citizen Recognition Dinner, which will be held on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2015, starting at 6:00 p.m. Last year’s dinner was a great success. We look forward to your attendance at this free  
dinner being held in your honor. In addition, as our esteemed guest, you will enjoy an evening of musical entertainment  
performed by Hauppauge students at the All-District Jazz Night following the dinner.

We hope that you will be able to join us for this very special event. In order to plan our food preparation for this evening,  
please R.S.V.P. using the form below and return it by Friday, April 10, 2015. Thank you for your contributions to our District. 
We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, April 22.

David Barshay     Patricia Sullivan-Kriss
President, Hauppauge Board of Education  Superintendent of Schools

WHAT: Senior Citizen Recognition FOLLOWED BY:  Jazz Night at 8:00 p.m.  
 Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner WHERE:  High School Auditorium 
WHEN:  Wednesday, April 22, at 6:00 p.m. 
WHERE:  High School Commons

Please respond by Friday, April 10, 2015 so that we may properly plan for all those attending.

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ______________________________________________________# of people attending:  ________________

Return this form to:
Mary Smith

495 Hoffman Lane, P.O. Box 6006
Hauppauge, NY 11788

smithm@hauppauge.k12.ny.us
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